
History suggests cautious optimism

American Funds Insurance Series®
1
9
3
7

1
9
3
9

1
9
4
1

1
9
4
3

1
9
4
5

1
9
4
7

1
9
4
9

1
9
5
1

1
9
5
3

1
9
5
5

1
9
5
7

1
9
5
9

1
9
6
1

1
9
6
3

1
9
6
5

1
9
6
7

1
9
6
9

1
9
7
1

1
9
7
3

1
9
7
5

1
9
7
7

1
9
7
9

1
9
8
1

1
9
8
3

1
9
8
5

1
9
8
7

1
9
8
9

1
9
9
1

1
9
9
3

1
9
9
5

1
9
9
7

1
9
9
9

2
0
0
1

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
7

2
0
0
9

2
0
1
0

 25 %

 20

 15

 10

 5

 0

 –5

–10

Mean = 10.79%
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9/30/64–9/30/74 = 0.49%
Ensuing 10-year returns

ended 9/30

Average     15.73 
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  9.18%
12.10
15.09
17.87
13.43
15.32
17.37
17.67
17.91
17.89

8/31/29–8/31/39 = –5.03%
Ensuing 10-year returns 

ended 8/31

Average   15.38 

1.42%

2/28/99–2/28/09 = 3.43%

Periods ending 12/31/37–12/31/10 — results calculated on a monthly basis

S&P 500 rolling 10-year average annual total returns

The index is unmanaged, and its results assume reinvested distributions but do not reflect the effect of sales charges, commissions, account fees, expenses or taxes.

n	 Over time the stock market has bounced 
back from challenging periods and long-
term investors have been rewarded. 
After reaching a low in the late 1930s, 
the following 10 years saw an average 
annual total return of 9.2%. After the low 
in the 1970s, investors received an 
average annual total return of 15.6% for 
the ensuing 10 years.

n For the 10-year period ended February 
28, 2009, the S&P 500 declined an 
annualized 3.4%, one of the worst 
stretches for equity returns since the 
1930s. The market began to advance 
early in 2009, and for the 10-year  
period ended December 31, 2010, the 
index gained an annualized 1.4%.

n Of course, past returns aren’t predictive 
of future results. While the upturn from 
the low in March 2009 is heartening, 
there’s no guarantee it will continue. 
History, however, may provide  
reassurance for long-term investors. 
Since 1927, the S&P 500 has provided 
an average 10-year annualized total 
return of nearly 11%.

American Funds Insurance Series serves as the underlying investment for multiple insurance products, including variable annuity con-
tracts and variable life insurance policies. Availability of funds will vary based on the insurance contract offered. 



SunAmerica Variable Annuities are sold by prospectus only. The prospectus contains the investment objectives, risks, fees, charges, 
expenses and other information regarding the contract and underlying funds, which should be considered carefully before investing. 
Please contact your insurance-licensed financial advisor or call 1-800-445-7862 to obtain a prospectus. Please read the prospectus 
carefully before investing. 

SunAmerica Variable Annuities are issued by SunAmerica Annuity and Life Assurance Company. Products and features may not be available in all states. The purchase 
of a variable annuity is not required for, and is not a term of, the provision of any banking service or activity. Distributed by SunAmerica Capital Services, Inc., 
21650 Oxnard Street, Woodland Hills, CA, 91367, 1-800-445-7862. 

SunAmerica and American Funds are not affiliated.
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Not FDIC or NCUA/NCUSIF Insured
May Lose Value • No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee

Not a Deposit • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency Li
t. 
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